Romans
#2 The Nature and Consequence of Sin (1:18-3:20)
Study Notes

Sermon Notes
➣

Sin and Judgement in Romans 1-3
In Romans 1:18-3:20 Paul discusses sin and judgement, because he has to an?cipate that
Jewish Chris?ans in Rome would disagree with his earlier statement: the gospel is
“salva?on to everyone who believes” (in 1:16-17).

➣

Why God’s Righteousness Needed to Be Revealed
In 1:18 Paul expresses a convic?on he shares with his Jewish counterparts, while at the
same ?me going on step further. He goes un to unpack this statement “backwards”:
“… who suppress the truth by their wickedness”

1:19-21

• God’s creatures have suppressed the truth they could have grasped: there is a Creator.
“… the godlessness and wickedness of men …”

1:22-32

• In agreement with Jewish thinking (see Wisdom 13), Paul describes how humanity has
dishonoured (1:22-24), exchanged (1:25-27) and rejected (1:28-32) God and received
adequate retribu?on and punishment as consequence. (This is not yet the carrying out
of God’s wrath, but the realisa?on of a commonly held belief: “One is punished by the
very things by which one sins.” - Wisdom 11:16)
“… against all …”

2:1-5

• Even if at the end we “only” would be confronted with the standards we expected others
to meet, not one of us would escape judgment.
“The wrath of God will be revealed from heaven …”

2:5-16

• “Wrath” refers to God’s judgement at the end of ?me on “the day of the Lord”.
Aaer emphasising that neither the law nor circumcision can protect the one who breaks
the law (2:17-29), Paul examines four objec?ons that he regularly had to respond to (3:1-8),
before he concludes this sec?on with a proof from scripture (3:9-20).
➣

The Nature of Sin & the Only Solu?on
We learn that sin is not “merely” doing bad things, but missing our purpose of exis?ng in
rela?onship with God. Everything we then “do” is ever but a consequence of this root
cause. Therefore, the gospel is not “having to become a becer person” or “stopping to do
bad things”, but believing that our rela?onship with God is restored in and through Jesus.

Ques-ons for Discussion
1

Paul will eventually argue that only once we understand who Christ is, do we understand
the true nature of sin. Does this make sense to you?

2

Do you easily judge others? Why is this actually convic?ng you?

3

Paul will later explain in detail, while the objec?on he records in 3:8—‘Why not simply
con?nuing to do evil, because God is anyway overcoming evil?’—is ridiculous. How would
you respond, if somebody challenged you in a similar way?

4

In light of what Paul says about the nature of sin and the power of the gospel, how would
you present the gospel to someone who is not a Chris?an? Where would you start?

